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Both the Ecologically Related Species Working Group (ERSWG) and the Compliance
Committee (CC) have been considering possible modifications to the CCSBT’s Scientific
Observer Program Standards (SOPS). The purpose of this paper is to bring the suggested
modifications to the attention of the Extended Scientific Committee (ESC) and to advise the
ESC of requests made to the ESC by the Compliance Committee Working Group (CCWG).
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I\/Iodifications to the SOPS being considered by the ERSWG
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During SC18 (September 2013), the ESC was advised that the ERSWG was considering
revisions to the CCSBT Scientific Observer Program Standards that were likely to increase
the workload of longline observers and that this could impact on the amount of observing that
could be conducted during hauls. Consequently, it was noted that the ERSWG and ESC will
need to consider each other’s requirements as part of the revision of the Standards.
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The draft revision to the SOPS by the ERSWG is provided at Attachment A for consideration
by the ESC. Minor changes made by the CC and two changes related to recommendations of
the CCWG are also included in Attachment A. All changes to the current SOPS are tracked
within Attachment A.
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It should be noted that certain details of the SOPS are still under consideration by the
ERSWG, in particular:
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e The proposed requirements for recording of seabird mitigation measures for each set
are subject to further consideration.
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e Provision of life status definitions to be used for sharks and seabirds.
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e The ERSWG agreed that from an ERSWG perspective, in monitoring of the hauls all
species should be given equal priority. For biological sampling, ERS priorities will be
in the following order: (1) seabirds and sharks; (2) marine reptiles; (3) all other
species. These priorities have not yet been included in the modified SOPS.
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Request from the CCWG
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The CC has been considering options for strengthening the SOPS since 2010, but little
progress has been made. During discussions on strengthening the SOPS at CCWG3, it was
noted that that it is easier for some Members to predict the effort of its individual vessels than
the vessel’s SBT catch. Therefore, from an administrative perspective, it may be better in
those countries to have a target observer coverage level based on effort. In some other
countries, a target observer coverage level based on SBT catch may be administratively
better!. Consequently, the CCWG suggested that the ESC could consider whether a coverage
level based on effort instead of catch would be suitable.
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1 The SOPS currently states that the “... level of coverage is relative to actual fishing operations, which, if randomly
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The SOPS is intended to cover the fishing activity of CCSBT Members and Cooperating
Non-Members wherever southern bluefin tuna are targeted or are a significant bycatch. In
light of this, the CCWG recommended that the ESC conduct analysis to determine the level of
SBT bycatch that should be considered as being significant and therefore subject to the
provisions of the SOPS.
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