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Executive Summary
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This Quality Assurance Review has been carried out on behalf of the Commission for the
Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna (CCSBT). It is one of four Member trial reviews
undertaken to assess the feasibility of using a third party review mechanism to support the
conformity of management systems to the Minimum Performance Requirements (MPR). MPR’s
have been established by the Commission in 2012 to support compliance with National allocations
and associated fishery performance objectives.
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The Japanese Southern Bluefin Tuna (SBT) fisheries management system comprises of
regulations, operation systems and processes necessary to meet the Minimum Performance
Requirements (MPR) for the compliance with national allocations. This quality assurance review
covered Section 1.1. of the MPR (compliance with national allocations), and reviewed the
existence of the operation systems and processes in place in Japan through documented evidence
and consultation with the Fisheries Agency of Japan.
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Outcomes and recommendations made based on the QAR of Section 1.1 are listed in the Chapter 6.
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Japan’s SBT fisheries are all commercial fisheries using longline fishing method only. The fishing
season is from April 1% to the end of March of the following year. Government determines the
total allowable catch (TAC) of SBT based on the national allocation determined at the
Commission for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna (CCSBT), and distributes it to each
fishermen and vessels as non-transferable individual quota (1Q). 1Q assigned to each fishermen
and vessels, and the total are regularly monitored through real time monitoring program (RTMP).



Systems such as Catch Documentation Scheme (CDS) and physical inspections at landing ports
are established to verify the RTMP data accuracy. As well, Japanese management systems are
supported by well-established fisheries legislation and regulatory system with sanctions for
effective implementation. There are no recorded cases of exceeding TAC or national allocations
since the application of this management system.
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Japan is currently not estimating the mortality of commercial discard mortality of SBT. Japan is
reporting commercial releases and discard of SBT by number collected through RTMP at CCSBT
data exchange) however, Japan notes that the calculation method for the estimate is still in
discussion at the CCSBT scientific committee. Once the methodology is agreed, the reviewers
understand that Japan is prepared to follow the reporting requirement.
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Whilst the review focused on conformity with Section 1.1 of MPR only, the possible points of
improvement and recommendations identified in this review include consideration of:
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e Strengthening the cross-referencing of data among RTMP, logbook and scientific observer
data,
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e Better definition or integration of the meaning of release SBT / discard SBT and / or
bycatch SBT to further support accuracy in recording in each system;
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e Increased efficiency of at-sea monitoring,
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e Improvement of DNA tests by establishing random testing system,
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e Further risk-based compliance analysis, and
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e Examination of the possibility to establish and use market traceability data for SBT with
CDS.
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Table 1. Summary of Quality Assurance Review Implementation Information: Japan
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L B2 —FEiiE Yoko Tamura- Japanese Lead Reviewer
Dave Garforth- Project Lead Reviewer
Sam Peacock — Support Reviewer
Oliver Wilson- Support Reviewer

ARG & 7 D i 2E 2010 % —2013/14 4
QY NT—ar A A2 | 2013 4E6 H 24 H
—BAfEH . R A BEI D BBt
A 2B 2 — RGP KT

AU N —~DOHREERIEN A 2013 7 /19 H

AUNR—FEN DT L— R | 2013 48 H 14 H
o A2 NfEH

R S R A 2013 #£8 /730 H




	Executive Summary要旨

