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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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This report examines the experience of regional fisheries management organizations (RFMOs) with the

use of trade-related measures. Three types of trade-related measures are examined:
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® schemes that require documentation to accompany product in order to authenticate its legitimacy;
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® schemes that rely on vessel lists that identify authorized vessels (‘white lists”) and/or vessels
considered to have been fishing in breach of RFMO regulations (“black lists’) as a basis for
imposing restrictions on the access of these latter vessels to ports and port services; and
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® trade bans on particular States/entities considered to have failed to co-operate in the implementation
of the RFMQ’s conservation and management measures.
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There has been a marked increase in the use of trade-related measures by RFMOs over the last decade.

This has been driven by: the deteriorating status of many fish stocks; uncertainty as to the actual levels of

fishing mortality on these stocks; and the undermining of conservation and management measures by

illegal, unreported and unregulated (1UUV) fishing.
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The experience with the use of trade-related measures outlined in this report provides guidance for those
considering the enhancement, or the introduction, of such measures (see Box 1). In addition, this
experience allows a number of broader conclusions to be drawn about the use of trade-related measures
by RFMOs, the factors influencing their effectiveness and the role of these measures in RFMOs.
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