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Abstract

Large number of leatherback turtles is known to nest in Jamursba-medi and Wermon, Papua,
Indonesia. Nest counts, assessment of hatching success, and improvement of nesting
environments for leatherbacks have been conducted since 1999 in Indonesia with the
collaboration of the Indonesia Sea Turtle Research Center and Everlasting Nature of Asia, which
is a Non-Profit Organization (NPO) in Japan. The nesting survey revealed that Indonesian
population of leatherback turtles were suffering from poor reproductive success due to beach
erosion, egg predation and low hatching rates. The Everlasting Nature constructed electric fences
in the highest-density nesting area to prevent pig predation on leatherback eggs. The electric
fence drastically reduced the predation rates of eggs. Sea turtle populations have been affected by
many factors on land and at sea (disappearance of nesting beaches, hatchling production,
predation of eggs and turtles, interaction with fisheries such as trawl, gillnet, set-net, trap,
purse-seine, and longline). Therefore, holistic management is necessary for the conservation of

sea turtles, especially leatherback turtles.
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Fig.1. Nesting grounds (Jamursha-Medi and Wermon) of leatherback turtles in the West Papua,
Indonesia.



