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Introduction

Industrial tuna longline fishing began in Indonesian waters by Japanese vessels for conducting ‘test fishing’ in 1930s, but early development of Indonesian commercial tuna longline commenced in 1960s following the country’ policy to open fishing business for foreign investment. Yet first tuna longline was owned and operated by state-owned company based in Benoa, Bali.

 In the late 1980s till early 1990s there was large increase in vessel numbers following the development of export markets for fresh and frozen whole tuna to Japan and to other international markets. However, fuel price rises in 2005 resulted in decreased vessel activity within many fishing companies. Another fuel-price rise (May 2008) has further impacted on the number of active vessels shown by many grounded vessels in Benoa port. Besides, some tuna vessels were changed into squid jigger fishing. 
Fleet Size

In 2003, it was estimated that Indonesia has 1.500 – 1.800 vessels, operating from key ports in Java, Sumatra, and Bali. However, there was a significant reduction in the number of active vessels in 2006 to about 1.000 units, followed by a further decline to around 600 vessels in 2007. The number operating vessels in 2008 are not more than 600 units.  The reduced vessels number was attributed to the government policy to gradually decrease fuel subsidy, coupled with unstopping global oil price rise. 

Size of  vessels varies from 37 to 140 gross tones, with averages of 35 days at sea. The vessels of the government-owned company even has operating days not more three weeks at sea as the vessels are not equipped with higher freezing facilities.
Fishing Activity
Fishing areas included Eastern Indian Ocean between latitude 4ºS and 35ºS and longitude 80ºE and 131ºE, but also the Banda Sea. With increasing price of fuel, some Benoa-based vessels are now fishing in Banda Sea. The government-owned company even reconditioned and improved capacity of their vessels in order that they can utilize untapped Banda sea’s yellow fin tuna. Their catch unload in Benoa as it has better access to international market. There is also tendency for the vessels to move horizontally to the west rather than vertically to the south. As many Benoa and Jakarta-based tuna longline are operating in western waters of Indonesia, they tend to move their operational base to Bungus Port in West Sumatra. Access to international market has been opened from this port. 
The average number of hooks/set was 1434, with 13 hooks between floats. As as attempt to conserve the resource and reduce by catch, circle-hooks have been introduced and begun to be adapted by some companies.
Southern bluefin tuna predominantly caught in areas south of 20°S.  
Monitoring Programs
A port-based monitoring program at three major Indonesian ports (Benoa, Muara Baru and Cilacap), where tuna tuna and billfish caught by longline fleets operating in the Indian Ocean are landed and processed, commenced in 2002.  This is a collaborative project between Indonesia’s Research Centre for Capture Fisheries (RCCF) and Directorate General for Capture Fisheries (DGCF), CSIRO Marine Research, Australia’s Department of Agriculture of Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF), Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR), Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) and Overseas Fisheries Cooperation Foundation of Japan (OFCF). At the period of 2005-2008,  this monitoring project has been supported by DAFF, ACIAR and CSIRO Marine Research. 
Based on the monitoring activity, the 2007’s SBT landing was estimated at 1.077 tonnes or about 7.8% of the total tuna landing at Benoa. The landing almost doubled the previous year SBT landing. 
A trial scientific observer program for commercial longline vessels based at Benoa port commenced in July 2005 and will terminate by the end of 2008. This program is a collaborative project between the RCCF and CSIRO and is funded by ACIAR and DAFF. Six observers were recruited and trained for fish, cetacean, turtle, and bird identification, data collection and reporting protocols, sea and climate condition reporting, and guidelines for safety at sea.
Other Relevant Information

Research and Monitoring Station in Benoa, Bali is in the process to be established. The station/institution’s main function is to carry out research and monitoring of Indian Ocean tuna fisheries. While waiting for the formal state of the institution, since May 2008 the government has funded in-house research on bigeye and yellowfin tuna. As of  Desember 2008, there will be more funds allocated for research and monitoring and more staffs (enumerators and scientists) appointed for Benoa. This reflects a strong commitment of the government to the continuation of the Benoa monitoring program and indication of the desire to see the institution to expand its activities to a broader fisheries research role. The government also considers the incoming Benoa research institution as an office that will provide data and other obligations  to fill the consequence of Indonesia as full and active members of the CCSBT and IOTC
DNA study for tropical tuna started in June 2008 and 173 samples have been collected from Indonesian tuna longline. More samples will be collected till the end of 2008. This DNA study is done to understand the population dynamic of the tropical tuna.

