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Abstract 
 
The New Zealand government continues to engage with fishers to increase their 
awareness of bycatch issues in New Zealand fisheries.  This paper summarises those 
initiatives.   
 
 
Education and awareness activities  
 
Education and awareness programmes have included:  
 

• writing articles for fishing magazines,  
• holding workshops on non-fish bycatch issues,  
• distributing equipment to release tangled or hooked animals (for example 

marine turtles), and  
• producing photo identification guides for legally protected marine species in 

New Zealand, i.e. seabirds, marine turtles, and marine mammals.   
 

Workshops with fishers have been held on topics including training on handling live 
seabirds after their capture in fishing gear, the use of dehooking equipment, and the 
objectives of observer coverage and data collection in fisheries.  When appropriate, 
educational materials have been produced in crew languages, and made available 
online.   
 
For seabirds, a photo guide has been produced that includes the seabird species most 
often recorded caught in New Zealand fisheries.  The guide was intended to be 
accessible and interesting, and features high quality photographs and limited text 
(Figure 1).  Hard copies have been distributed to vessels and fishing companies, and 
to interested parties on request.  Guides in eight languages (English, Korean, 
Japanese, Spanish, French, Russian, Polish, Ukrainian) are also available online (see 
link below).   
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Figure 1: Example pages from ‘A fisher’s guide to new Zealand seabirds’ (Conservation Services 
Programme 2007). 
 
See: http://www.doc.govt.nz/publications/conservation/marine-and-coastal/marine-
conservation-services/other-publications/a-fishers-guide-to-new-zealand-seabirds/  


