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Guidance, extension and educational activities for mitigating interactions
with ecologically related species in longline fishery
Toshikazu Miyamoto®, Toru Kitamura? and Hiroshi Minami®
1: Global Guardian Trust, 2: JAPAN NUS CO., LTD.,

3: National Research Institute of Far Seas Fisheries, Fisheries Research Agency

IPOA-Seabirds (International Plan of Action for Reducing Incidental Catch of
Seabirds in Longline Fishery) clearly indicates the importance of outreach programs that are
designed to improve the understanding of fishers on the problem resulting from incidental
take of seabirds and on the use of mitigation measures. Furthermore, collaboration and
information exchange among fishers, scientists and fishery managers also facilitate
development and improvement of mitigation measures. Since 2001, Global Guardian Trust
(GGT) has been holding seminars for fishers at key fishing ports of longline fleets in Japan
(in total 16 seminars with participation of approximately 300 fishers). In these seminars, the
Japan’s National Plan of Action for Reducing Incidental Catch of Seabirds in Longline
Fishery (NPOA-Seabirds) was introduced and mitigation techniques and methods for
releasing live birds were explained by using various Kkinds of educational materials.
Furthermore, GGT distributed tori lines to longline fishers, without charge, to facilitate the
use of tori lines and to test effectiveness of various kinds of tori lines in commercial fishery.
We also continued information exchange with fishers through discussion and questionnaires
at the seminars and through port-side interviewing with fishers about practical usage and
innovation/improvement on tori lines and other mitigation measures. From these efforts, we
achieved successful results in the development and wide use of light streamer tori line among
Japanese longline fishers.

Following materials have been used in the educational activities;
(1) Posters for identification of pelagic sharks
(2) Identification Sheets for pelagic sharks
(3) Identification Sheets for seabirds (North Pacific and Southern Ocean editions)

(4) Pamphlets for educating incidental take of seabirds and its avoidance
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(5) Field guide of pelagic species observed in longline fishery

(6) Guide book of National Plan of Action for seabirds and sharks

(7) Identification Sheets for sea turtles

(8) Rescue Manual for sea turtles taken in longline fishery

(9) Cartoons (“‘manga’) explaining mitigation of incidental catch of seabirds

(10) Video program (VHS and DVD) for educating how to avoiding incidental catch of

seabirds and sea turtles in longline fishery
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Scene of a seminar for longline fishers.

Examples of materials used in the educational activities.



