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The Fourteenth Meeting of the Ecologically Related Species Working Group (ERSWG 14) was
originally provisionally planned to be held in early 2021. During May 2020, it was agreed that
ERSWG 14 would be postponed to February/March 2022 due to the COVID-19 pandemic (Circular
#2020/047).
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Circular #2021/027 announced that the agreed tentative dates for the 2022 ERSWG meeting are 21-
25 March 2022. These dates are for a virtual ERSWG meeting, which seems more likely than a
physical meeting. The draft budget for 2022 also assumes that the 2022 ERSWG meeting will be a
virtual meeting. If it is decided that a physical ERSWG meeting can be held, the meeting would be
held from 22-25 March 2022.
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A Draft Annotated Agenda for ERSWG 14 is attached for Members’ consideration.
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At CCSBT 27, the Extended Commission agreed that when it considers the agenda for the 2022
ERSWG meeting, it would discuss whether to include ERS issues raised in the pre-meeting
documents prepared for the meetings of the CC and EC including the following topics that were
suggested by NGOs:
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1. Consideration of the recommendations from the December 2019 meeting of the joint tuna
RFMO by-catch working group meeting for any required action by the CCSBT;
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2. Consideration of what implications there may be for interpreting catch of ERS species due
to the CPUE alternative standardisation adopted at the ESC and what that means for ERS;
and
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3. Improvements to ERS reporting.
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Item “1”” above is covered by agenda item 3. Item “2” has not been included because the ERSWG
has not used standardised CPUE from the ESC. Item “3” is covered by agenda item 2.2.
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Members are invited to propose changes to the draft ERSWG 14 agenda.
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Prepared by the Secretariat
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