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1. INTRODUCTION

The incidental mortality of seabirds in fisheries continues to be a serious global
concern, especially for threatened albatrosses and petrels. There have been
significant efforts internationally to develop mitigation measures to avoid or minimise
the risk of incidental catch of seabirds in longline fisheries. In addition, efforts have
been directed towards improving the quality of bycatch data collected by observer
programmes.

To fully understand the impact of bycatch and the efficacy of mitigation measures, it
is preferable that mortality estimates are derived for each species; the results can
also then be aggregated to species groups or for all birds combined. Consequently,
efforts should be directed towards encouraging the identification of all bycaught birds
to species level (see CCSBT-ERS/1603/16). This could be achieved by, for example,
(1) improving the capacities of on-board observers, (2) the development and
provision of tools (e.g. guides) to assist with the identification of bycaught individuals,
as well as (3) retaining carcasses, obtaining biological samples, and taking
photographs for later processing and identification.

ACAP and BirdLife International are supporting the strengthening of observer
programmes. This work includes the implementation of on-board training (e.g. via
BirdLife International’s Albatross Task Force), training national scientists (e.g. from
Japan and the Fishing Entity of Taiwan), as well as supporting the collection and
curation of samples and photographic material that can subsequently be used by
land-based observers and researchers, and the development of tools and guidelines
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to assist the identification of seabirds to species level. This paper was prepared to
update the CCSBT on the products available to assist observers in the identification
of seabirds, as well as the handling of bycaught individuals that are hauled alive.

2. TOOLS AND GUIDELINES FOR OBSERVERS

2.1. Seabird identification guides

The identification of seabird bycatch to species level (or the lowest taxonomic level
possible) is essential to achieve a reliable analysis of the effectiveness of
conservation measures in force. At the first meeting of the Joint Tuna RFMO
Technical Working Group on Bycatch, which preceded Kobe Ill, ACAP offered to
produce a consolidated seabird identification guide to assist with the harmonisation
and improvement of data collected by RFMOs.

In 2014-15 ACAP, in collaboration with the Japan Fisheries Research Agency,
produced a guide to assist observers in the identification of albatrosses and some
commonly caught petrels and shearwaters killed in longline operations. This Seabird
Bycatch ID Guide was developed to account for several difficulties associated with
the identification of seabirds bycaught in fisheries: (1) coping with the increasing
demands on observers to collect additional data, (2) accounting for the range in
ability of observers to accurately identify seabird species, and (3) providing tools
(pictures) to identify waterlogged carcasses as they are hauled back on deck (see
Attachment 1). Understanding its potential to be used by a range of observer
programmes, the ID guide is now available on the ACAP website in English, French,
Spanish, Portuguese, Simplified Chinese, and Traditional Chinese. Other languages
might be added in the future depending on need and resources available.

This seabird ID guide includes: (1) guidelines to assist on-board observers in taking
record photographs (Attachment 2); and (2) guidelines to assist on-board observers
in obtaining feather samples for DNA analysis (Attachment 3). These two sampling
protocols are intended to allow the identification of bycaught birds to species level
where this is not achievable aboard. ACAP is in the process of organising a register
of organisations holding photographic material, as well as tissue and feather
samples, in order to assist researchers wishing to make use of such resources.

The ID guide is available to adapt to generate more tailor-made products for
particular fleets. The Fishing Entity of Taiwan, BirdLife International and the Chinese
Wild Bird Federation (BirdLife partner), for example, are currently collaborating on an
updated version in Traditional Chinese for use by on-board observers. This revised
guide will incorporate some elements of existing Taiwan Observer Seabird ID
Manuals and feedback from observers and will include species of albatrosses and
petrels which are most at risk of accidental capture in Taiwanese longline fishing
operations. The intention is to distribute in hard and soft copy to observers and to the
observer training programme in 2017.


http://www.acap.aq/en/resources/bycatch-mitigation/seabird-bycatch-id-guide
http://www.acap.aq/en/resources/bycatch-mitigation/seabird-bycatch-id-guide
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2.2. Hook removal Guide

A Seabird de-hooking Guide is available on the ACAP website in English, French
and Spanish (Attachment 4). These guidelines are intended to assist fishery
observers and crew in the proper handling of live seabirds bycaught in longliners,
and improve their likelihood of survival. The development of guidelines for removing
entangled seabirds from nets is programmed for the near future.

3. PROCESS TO UPDATE TOOLS AND GUIDELINES

The above described documents were prepared based on the best available
information and evidence, and are meant to be living documents to be updated as
and when needed. ACAP and BirdLife International would therefore welcome any
inputs (including edits, new information and photographic material) from those who
have used the guidelines to ensure that these tools are fit for purpose.


https://acap.aq/en/resources/acap-conservation-guidelines/2177-hook-removal-from-seabirds-guide-a4/file
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ATTACHMENT 1. Sample page of the Seabird ID Guide describing morphometric
features for the species, distribution maps and showing pictures of bycaught
individuals as they get hauled back on deck.

SEABIRD BYCATCH IDENTIFICATIONGUIDE 41
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ATTACHMENT 2. Photographic guidelines for on-board observers to take record

photographs that will assist in the subsequent land-based identification of bycaught

birds.

Bum jo aseq pue
abpa saddn moys

JNOJOD |10} puR
Apoq ‘Bum moys

adeys aseq ||iq pue
INOJ0D aka moys

UOOR] TRONIS SIS TEOS S JO Sy
TR [EUCHIEN 7 10X MU A0 JEIUECRT PUNg UNSNK] WINOS WOg POYRoy

6/ 301N NOUVDILINIO! HOLYIAE OHIBY3S

apis Ajjaq -
Apoq 3|0YM €
Y3IAWNN 01
ONY 3lva
40 Qyvos
apis yoeq -
Apoq 3j0ym °T
® YIGWNN QI
“«ﬁa
i pesH ‘L

uaNel 3q pinoys sanoid aaig 1sea) 1y
5030y

S$10001084 NOLLIITIOO VIVO

8L



CCSBT-ERS/1703/18
Agenda ltem 5.1.5

ATTACHMENT 3. Guidelines to assist on-board observers in obtaining feather

samples for DNA analysis.
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ATTACHMENT 4. Guidelines to assist fishery observers in the proper handling of live
seabirds bycaught in longliners and the removal of hooks from affected birds.

HOOK REMOVAL FROM SEABIRDS

Agreement on the Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels
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Visit www.acap.ag
for more information
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9 Hold the bird securely

H pomihle, slow or stop hauling and sowar
sopvesel b wleae ne tension I pactical,
1m0 a linding net o bt the bird on board,
atherwise retriove the bird an the line s sdfohy

Carefully fold the wings into the binds bady
Wrap the hird in a towel /blanlet (not too

tighfly) and cover the eyes f posible Male
sure the bird doem’t come ino contact with

Riestrain the bird securchy betwern your legs
without squeering. Hold the beak genthy
shutbut donot oower the nostrils. I the bind
womits, loosen hald on bill sothe bird does

and quickhyas possible il om dicke

b. 1f the hook is swallowed and remowal is possible

Aspcond peron can fird the hook postionestamalhyinyr feding
along the neck arinermally by following the neto the hook Gendhy
foroe the tip of the haok 5o that it bulbes under the skin of the bid
{Hor lamge binds, this mnrhe casier if you reach down thebixd s throat
amd hald the hoald. Then, vara clem Inife o male asmall o (<iom)
exciernally deown the ned toallow the hook o pess though the ddn
and beremound H no kil is avadlable, and wou cangeta god gip
on the hoak, prsh the tipof the hoolke though the Sbin and remowe
Himrer try to extrac the hool baclowards.

e Release the bird

a. If the hool is visible

Tse pliers jor bok cutters for large
hadlks) tacut off the hodk (orta
flatien the barh) Pull the hodk back
out of the bind

c.1f hook removal is not possible
Either because removing the hook will
cause further damage to the bird or the
hook is too decphy mgested. cut the line as
close to entry as passible and lexve the hoolk
in the bird

If the bird is exhausted
or waterlogged

H passitle, place ina ventilated boxor bin ina quist, dry,
shaded gace to mecover for an hour or two. Otherwise, contain
hird in a quiet dryarea, away from ail The bird is seady for
releas when the feathers are dry, bind i alert and ahle to stand

Emall vesmels: Slowhy lowerthe bird onto. Large vesanls fafass bind coprot be howerad
the water The bird may remainon the eries wester} Lift and swllearae thelbind fiom
water r sme tmeafer e thesideof thewesanlintothe wind.




